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Views of Japan as Reflected in Taiwanese Writings
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In the field of Japan studies, the great number of works related to Nihon bunkaron
is a publishing phenomenon not to be overlooked.

In these numerous writings on Nihon bunkaron, especially those authored by
foreign writers, social scientists can often discern the views and feelings about Japan
prevalent in the various countries in which these works are produced. This paper at-
tempts to examine the case of Taiwan.

Of the relevant Taiwanese publications on Nihon bunkaron between 1947 and
2003 examined by this study, four categories can be established: (1) general dis-
course on culture; (2) Nihon bunkaron contained in autobiography / biography / po-
etry; (3) Nihon bunkaron presented as an aspect of Japanese-Taiwanese relations;
and (4) discourse on popular culture. Through detailed analysis, this study identifies
four major characteristics in the Nihon bunkaron of post-war Taiwan:

(1) In the post-colonial period, there have been two co-existing but mutually in-
compatible views of Japan in Taiwan: one presented from the perspective of the in-
vaded people and the other from that of the people who were colonized. The
former view has been more permissible in the political climate of Taiwan; indeed, it
has gamed official approval and has long been the hegemonic view of Japan. During
the 38 years martial law, it was the dominant voice in the media and publications;
even after the ending of martial law, it continued to exert a strong countervailing
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force to the view of Japan as seen by the colonized. The view of Japan from the per-
spective of the invaded people is predicated on two basic tenets: that there can be
no co-existence with Japan because of the war experience, and that Japanese culture
originated from China. As a result of the countercheck and interference by this view
of Japan, examination of and reflection on the colonial experience by Taiwan’s colo—
nized has failed to progress in a subjectively informed manner.

(2) The Nihon bunkaron offered by the colonized of Taiwan has long been un-
able to gain access to Chinese publications; it was only after the 1990s that a signifi-
cant number of these works began to be presented in Japanese. This sudden
outburst of voice after half a century of silence is surely a unique phenomenon
never encountered in other colonized areas of the world. These writings expressing
the view of Japan by the colonized present a very broad variety of attitudes, fluctuat-
ing between the two extremes of total hatred toward Japan and unqualified approval
of Japanese rule.

(3) How has Taiwan been engaged in re-learning about Japan some fifty long
years after the end of colonialism? This is not only an issue relevant to the task of
consensus building within Taiwan itself, it is also important with regard to the future
development of the relationship between Japan and Taiwan. Writers expressing the
view of Japan from the stance of the colonized are doing so in their capacity as for-
mer colonial subjects; in consequence, they are especially knowledgeable about
Japanese culture and are in a unique position to offer critiques and comments on

- Japanese society.

(4) Since the 1990s there has also been a prevailing discourse on Japan-
influenced popular culture, or the so-called Japan mania. This is, for one thing, an
indication of the affinity forJapaneseA culture; for another, it is also a prompt and
initial recognition of Japan’s domination in Asia’s globalization or its cultural hege
mony. Such recognition also provides a model for Taiwan’s attempt at exporting its
own popular culture to other Asian regions. This type of discourse on Japan mania,
however, has completely evaded the question of assessing colonial rule, with the
result that the affection for Japanese popular culture has gradually turned a new
page in Taiwan’s relationship with Japan.
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